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COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS

COMMUNITY
ASSOCIATION
GENERAL
MEETING

Due to safety

concerns around

COVID-19, we will be

holding the next

General Meeting on

September 14 at 6

PM in Westgate Park.

Please bring your

own chairs/blankets

and masks.

STAY OFF THE LAWN!
PLEASE  BE  COURTEOUS  TO  OTHERS  AND  KINDLY

CURB  YOUR  DOG  AND  DO  NOT  DISPOSE  OF  DOG

WASTE  IN  YOUR  NEIGHBOR 'S  GARBAGE  CAN .

Please keep your grass clippings and leaves out

of the street as much as possible - it clogs

storm drains, poisons the Bay, and is a safety

hazard

Consider using non-poisonous means of getting

rid of rats. Poisoned rats are eaten by owls,

hawks, foxes and even curious cats and dogs

that then die from the poison

Lawn and garden pesticides kill beneficial

insects such as honey bees as well as killing

amphibians and polluting the Bay

Anything you treat/spray your yard with to kill

mosquitoes will also kill beneficial insects (even

the natural treatments). Consider other means

of mosquito control such as a bat box,

removing any standing water (you can even buy

water agitators for bird baths), and removing

overgrown areas where mosquitoes hang out

during the day

ENVIRONMENTAL CORNER



environmental) of leaving

your porch lights on all

night, BGE offers a free

home energy check-up

that includes FREE

energy saving LED light

bulbs in addition to

recommendations on

how to make your home

more energy efficient. 

LIGHTS ON!

BE  ECO-FRIENDLY  WHILE

DETERRING  CRIME

With summer in full swing,

many neighbors are getting

their exercise in the evenings

and mornings. Keeping our

porch lights on will not only

increase pedestrian safety, it

will also make our

neighborhood look more

inviting while simultaneously

deterring crime.

SIGN UP FOR
B'MORE ALERT
This mass notification system

provides hyper-local alerts for

emergency events, including

flooding which is why it is highly

encouraged for residents in the

Frederick Avenue area.

Please register for B'More Alerts

at

https://emergency.baltimorecity.

gov/bmore-alert

The Baltimore Police

Department’s website

states that increasing

exterior lighting helps

deter crime. The use of

solar motion lights is an

eco-friendly way to

increase lighting on your

property. And if you’re

worried about the cost

(financial and 

Find us on Facebook
facebook.com/groups/westgatecommunity

COMMUN I TY  ANNOUNCEMENTS

https://emergency.baltimorecity.gov/bmore-alert
http://facebook.com/groups/westgatecommunity
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Westgate Community Association Membership

Yearly household dues are $20 and yearly senior household dues are $13. Check to
see if your dues have been paid at westgatebaltimore.org/membership

If you are paying by check, please be sure your name and address are somewhere on
the check (can be handwritten) and the memo indicates that this is for “annual
dues” and/or “donation." Checks can be mailed to P.O. Box 25331, Baltimore, MD

21229. 

You can pay online through PayPal on our website
westgatebaltimore.org/membership

Dues and donations are tax deductible. We are a 501(c)3 organization - the cancelled
check or confirmation email is your receipt.

Westgate Park Updates

Earlier this year the Westgate Community

Association won a Bmore Beautiful grant to

add art, a hopscotch court, a tire train, a

chess table with chairs, a sunflower tower,

and other fun things to the park. We met in

February to paint and assemble many of

these projects. Unfortunately, shortly after we

met, COVID-19 prevented us from gathering

in May to install the projects. Rest assured

that as soon as it is safe to do so, the

Community Association will reschedule the

installation event. Look here and on the

community Facebook page for the event

details once they are confirmed.

Mowing and MaintenancePark Beautification Event

As many of you saw on the community Facebook

page, our regular mowing partner for the park is

no longer working with us. The Community

Association reached out to local companies as

well as neighbors, and is still working on finding a

permanent partner.

Our neighbor, Gary Williams, has graciously

stepped up to mow the park on a temporary

basis. While Gary is mowing the park at a

discount, the costs are still substantial. In order to

help us maximize Community Associations funds

for events, beautification projects, and more,

please consider donating to the Park Mowing

Fund here:

https://www.westgatebaltimore.org/membership

The Community Association would also like to

thank those who have already donated, as well as

those who came out and mowed the park while

the Association earlier this summer.

Community Yard Sale

Much like the Park Beautification Event, we

had to cancel the Yard Sale due to COVID-19.

As soon as it is safe to do so, the Community

Association will reschedule to Yard Sale. Look

here and on the community Facebook page

for the event details once they are confirmed.

https://www.westgatebaltimore.org/membership
https://www.westgatebaltimore.org/membership
https://www.westgatebaltimore.org/membership


Dear Friends and Neighbors,

Many of you already know me, but I live on Mallow 

Hill and am a Westgate Community Association 

Board member. I find being a board member a rewarding 

and fun way to engage with my community and make it a 

better place. My fellow board members are dedicated, smart, 

kind, and wonderful to work with.

Would you please consider joining us on the board? Many hands 

make light work, so the more of us that there are, the easier and faster 

it is to achieve our goals. And did I mention that we have a lot of fun 

doing it?! The board meets quarterly ahead of each general meeting. 

Please let us know by September 1, 2020 if you would like to join the board. 

I look forward to working with you in the future!

-Amanda Leonard

Enoch Pratt Free Library 

Summer Resources

Check out these great resources through the

Enoch Pratt Free Library!

Sidewalk Service: 

https://www.prattlibrary.org/sidewalk-service/

Summer Challenge 2020: 

https://www.prattlibrary.org/summerchallenge/

eBooks, eMagazines, Film and eAudiobooks:

https://www.prattlibrary.org/elibrary/

eCards: 

https://www.prattlibrary.org/ecard/

Seeking 

New 

Community 

Association 

Board Members

https://www.prattlibrary.org/sidewalk-service/
https://www.prattlibrary.org/summerchallenge/


Be Prepared For a
FLOOD

A special  mini-newsletter

Update on efforts to mitigate flooding
in Westgate and along Frederick Road

Flood preparedness and prevention
information

Flood resources and references

Contents



Westgate Community Association President, Robin Kessler, and Board member, Amanda Leonard,

sit on a committee of neighborhood association leaders who are working with the City to mitigate

flooding in our area. The City has brought together representatives from many departments to

address the flooding issue. We are pleased to report that the City has already made great strides in

mitigating future flooding and has won state and federal grants to do even more flood prevention

work.  Examples include a Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) grant that is funding a

flood mitigation study by the Department of Public Works (DPW). An additional grant for storm

gauges that activate flood warning signs along Frederick Avenue to prevent drivers from being

stuck in high water has also been approved by FEMA. The gauges and warning signs are waiting

for DPW to approve the gauge locations. The Silver Jackets study (see below) will determine where

the signs should be located. The goal is to have the signs installed by the end of 2020 or early

2021.

The Maryland Emergency Management Agency (MEMA), DPW, and the Silver Jackets, an

organization of volunteers from the US Army Corps of Engineers, are scheduled to begin

conducting multiple studies that will identify the most successful flood mitigation strategy for the

Frederick Avenue area including flood inundation mapping, survey and assessment of the

storm drain system, hydrology and hydraulics modeling to analyze the capacity of the system for

different rain events, and alternatives analysis to identify projects for reducing flooding. The

studies are expected to being in August of 2020 and taken one year to complete,

Through the Department of Transportation (DOT), the slope stabilization project along the 5200

block of Frederick Avenue is still on scheduled to begin Fall of 2021. Engineering designs are 60%

completed and being reviewed by DOT. Due to COVID-19, DOT has not had a chance to conduct a

pedestrian study to determine how to safely provide pedestrian access along the stretch of

Frederick Avenue where the slope has failed.

Most home owner's insurance policies DO NOT
include flood damage coverage. It is strongly
recommended that if you are in an area where
basements take on water, to purchase a flood

insurance policy. 

Baltimore City is a jurisdiction participating in the Community Rating
System (CRS), which is a voluntary FEMA program. The City’s current CRS
rating (Class 5) makes Baltimore City residents eligible for a 25% discount
on flood insurance policies for properties located in the 1% annual chance

of flood area (formerly known as the 100-year floodplain) and a 10%

discount on policies for properties located anywhere in the City.

To learn more about and purchase flood insurance, visit floodsmart.gov

westgatebaltimore.org • westgatecommunitynews@gmail.com • PO Box 25331, Baltimore, MD 21229

Westgate-Specific Flood
Prevention Efforts and Updates

http://floodsmart.gov/


Plan Ahead – Make a plan (https://www.ready.gov/plan); Build a kit (https://www.ready.gov/kit);

Stayinformed (https://www.ready.gov/be-informed)

Purchase flood insurance – Homeowners insurance policies will not typically cover losses due to

flooding. In order to be made “whole” following a flood, you need to have flood insurance.

Baltimore City participates in the National Flood Insurance Program and is a Community

Rating

Sign up to receive severe weather alerts

Baltimore City – https://emergency.baltimorecity.gov/bmore-alert

National Weather Service – https://www.weather.gov/alerts

Use flood damage-resistant materials in your home, particularly in areas subject to flooding (i.e.

basements, etc.)

Consider leaving your basement as non-living space if possible: keep as storage only for items

that are undamaged by water or store items as directed above

Elevate HVAC units, hot water heater or relocate out of basement to first floor 

Install backflow prevention valves in the pipes that lead to your sinks and tubs to ensure that

water only flows one direction, and not back up through your drains 

Have a professional elevate electrical meter and panel above flood elevation (use flood of

record elevation or FEMA base flood elevation)  

Install a sump pump– Sump pumps draw stormwater and groundwater away from your home

and can reduce flood damage to the lower levels of your home 

Know how it works and how to check that it’s functioning Maintenance

How to install (or see if there’s already) a battery back-up

Change the battery if you can’t remember the last time you changed it

Do not store valuables or critical documents in your basement (such as photos, important

family documents, etc.). Items stored in the basement should be in waterproof bins on shelving

that is sturdy enough to resist flotation in a few inches of water. 

Don’t store anything on the floor in the basement

Rain barrels can provide some relief from smaller storms if enough people in the community

install them

Be prepared:

Proactive actions you can take:

westgatebaltimore.org • westgatecommunitynews@gmail.com • PO Box 25331, Baltimore, MD 21229

How to Prepare for a Flood
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How to Prepare for a Flood (Continued)

Avoid setting your shed or other structures where runoff will occur, in the low portion of your

property 

Maintain weather stripping around doors; check foundation for cracks and damage, which

allow water to seep in; improve drainage around structures; install flood vents

Ideally, fencing should not be placed within areas subject to flooding, as it impedes the flow; if

you do have a fence in these areas, it should be constructed parallel to the direction of flow, to

lessen the obstruction; reduce the number of corners to avoid creating areas where debris

collects and puts pressure on your fence 

Report issues with improper disposal of trash, yard waste, chemicals or other liquids that can

enter the storm drains, ditches or streams. Trash and other debris can clog storm drains forcing

water onto streets and into low areas like basement. Dumping chemicals or other liquids into

storm drains and streams degrades water quality, harming wildlife and creating potentially

hazardous conditions for citizens too.  

Put in a request at https://balt311.baltimorecity.gov/citizen/servicetypes or by dialing 311 on your

phone for the City to provide these services to reduce debris and trash:

Report illegal dumping

Request a bulk trash pick up

Request alley cleaning

Request a tree inspection

Report overflowing trash in public trash cans or illegal dumping of bulk or household trash

at a public trash can

Housing inspection – to report issues on private property related to trash and debris

including lack of trash cans or trash can lids, high grass and weeds, etc.

Replace missing gutters and downspouts and splashblocks

Refasten loose gutters and downspouts

Ensure existing splashblocks are situated to shed water away from the house: the highest part

of the splashblock should be at your house and the lowest point towards the street

Repoint missing or failing mortar

Recaulk missing or degraded caulking around windows, doors, and pipes entering the house

Remove weeds from low openings like basement windows.  Weeds trap moisture and can

degrade caulking around openings, providing another way for water to enter your basement

Fix roof leaks and ensure that flashing around roof penetrations is in good condition

Replace flashing that is in poor condition

Make sure the ground slopes away from your house

Proactive actions you can take (Continued):

Basic home maintenance that can reduce flood damages: 



Avoid the serious dangers of electrocution – Don’t step into a

flooded basement or other room if water could come into

contact with electrical outlets, appliances or cords

Don’t try to turn the power off in your breaker box, especially if

you must stand in water to do so. Always call a professional

before attempting to turn off your power.

Do not walk through moving water. Six inches of moving water

can knock you off your feet. If you have to walk in water, walk

where the water is not moving. Use a stick to check the

firmness of the ground in front of you.

Do not drive into flooded areas. If floodwaters rise around your

car, abandon the car and move to higher ground if you can do

so safely. You and the vehicle can be swept away quickly. “Turn

around, Don’t Drown”. 1 – 2 feet of moving floodwater can

sweep away a vehicle. Over 50% of flood-related drownings are

vehicle-related

During flooding:
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During and After a Flood

Find a safe environment – the safety of you and your family is your top priority. Find a safe place

to stay and contact your insurance provider for the next steps

Document everything – take photos and make notes to assist in submitting an insurance claim

and to smooth the way for repair and restoration

Reduce the risk of mold – Water soaked materials like drywall and insulation should be

removed -  they can’t be reused once they are wet. Wooden and structural elements should be

dried out within 24 hours to prevent mold – act quickly or immediately call professionals for

help

Avoid floodwaters; water may be contaminated by oil, gasoline or raw sewage

Service damaged septic tanks, cesspools, pits, and leaching systems, can pose serious health

hazards if not fixed properly.If an electrical appliance has been in contact with water, have a

professional check it out before you use it again

Follow your local news and emergency personnel’s instructions regarding safe water

consumption

Clean and disinfect everything that got wet. Mud left from floodwaters can contain sewage and

chemicals

Use extreme caution when entering buildings; there may be hidden damage, particularly in

foundations

 After flooding: 



Floodsmart.gov - This website provides information on how and where to buy or renew a flood

insurance policy, learn more about flood risks and associated costs, what to do before and after

a flood (in terms of insurance documentation), and how to understand flood maps.

https://www.floodsmart.gov/

Ready.gov - This website has links for how to make an Emergency Plan, Build an Emergency

Kit, Prepare for Flooding, and Tips for Seniors on Being Prepared as well as other useful

information.

https://www.ready.gov/

Alerts - Sign up to receive texts on your phone to inform you about severe weather, flooding,

and other hazards.

Baltimore City – Alerts for severe weather, extensive flooding, hazardous chemical releases,

infectious disease outbreaks, widespread power outages, and evacuations.

https://emergency.baltimorecity.gov/bmore-alert

National Weather Service – Excessive rainfall and winter weather forecasts, national river

flooding, latest warnings, thunderstorm/tornado outlook, hurricanes, and more. 

https://www.weather.gov/alerts

Turn Around, Don’t Drown (National Weather Service) – Information on how and why people

should not drive through flooded areas. 

https://www.weather.gov/safety/flood-turn-around-dont-drown

How to Prepare for and Prevent Homes Floods (Constellation Energy) – Information on types of

homes flooding, how to prevent flood damage and recovering from a flood. 

https://www.constellation.com/energy-101/home-flood-preparedness.html

Historic Rowhome Flood Mitigation Guidelines – Provides information on what property owners

can do to their historic rowhouse to make it more flood damage resistant.  Content also applies

to all rowhouses.  

https://chap.baltimorecity.gov/sites/default/files/2018-12_FellsPointFlood_FINAL.PDF

Bulk Trash Pick Up – Describes what is and isn’t considered bulk trash and how to schedule a

pick up. 

https://publicworks.baltimorecity.gov/pw-bureaus/solid-waste/bulk

Baltimore City Service Requests (Bulk Trash, City Street Tree Inspection, Dirty Alley Cleaning,

Report Illegal Dumping, Housing Inspection:  Trash and/or Weeds) – Provides links

forrequesting or reporting various activities. 

https://balt311.baltimorecity.gov/citizen/servicetypes

Where to Learn More About Flood Risk and Purchasing Flood Insurance

 

 

How to Prepare for a Flood

 

Baltimore City Resources
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Flood Related Resources and References



Maryland Flood Risk Application - https://mdfloodmaps.net/  This website allows you to identify

where your house is in relation to the floodplain.  While the site may be intimidating to those

not familiar with GIS, there are How To guides that can be accessed by clicking on Help or on

the i Icon.

Myths and Facts about the National Flood Insurance Program – Learn about what the National

Flood Insurance Program really does as opposed to what people think it does. 

http://www.floods.org/ace-

files/documentlibrary/FEMA/FEMA_NFIP_Myths_Facts_2_2010.pdf

Protect Your Home from Flooding: Low-Cost Projects You Can Do Yourself – While many of the

examples of properties in this publication are single family homes, the actions you can take to

protect your house are also applicable to rowhouses (in most cases).  

https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/165910

Homeowner’s Guide to Retrofitting (FEMA P-312) – Describes how flood, wind, and earthquakes

can damage your home, how retrofitting (alterations made to your existing home) works, and

several different retrofits for protecting your home from flood damage.  

https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/480

Reducing Flood Risk to Residential Buildings That Cannot Be Elevated (FEMA P-1037) – This

publication also discusses actions property owners can take to reduce their risk to flood

damage. 

https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/1443014398612-

a4dfc0f86711bc72434b82c4b100a677/revFEMA_HMA_Grants_4pg_2015_508.pdf

National Flood Insurance Program Technical Bulletins – Although they are intended for use by

State and local officials, these bulletins provide information on alterations that can be made to

buildings vulnerable to flood damage to make them better able to withstand flood damage. 

There are a total of 11 bulletins which can be found here:  

https://www.fema.gov/nfip-technical-bulletins

Openings in Foundation Walls and Walls of Enclosures (NFIP Technical Bulletin 1) – Buildings in

areas subject to flooding should have openings in the foundation walls, or in areas of tidal

flooding openings in the enclosure below the building, to allow water to flow through/under

the building rather than have floodwater pile up on the outside of the building and crack or

collapse the walls or foundation.  These openings are required in regulated floodplains but are

a good idea for areas that flood outside of floodplain.  This publication explains the regulations

and reasons behind the installation of flood openings.  

https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/2644

Maryland Resources

 

FEMA Resources
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Flood Related Resources and References (Continued)



Protecting Building Utility Systems from Flood Damage (FEMA P-348, 2nd edition, 2017) – The

publication is intended to be used by people working in design and construction, those who

operate or maintain residential and nonresidential buildings and code enforcement personnel. 

However, the information inside is good for residents and property owners so that they are

familiar with how their property can be protected.  

https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/3729

FEMA Distribution Warehouse – Hard copies of the publications above can be ordered through

the Warehouse free of charge. 

https://www.fema.gov/document-distribution-sources/distribution-warehouse

Assessment of Flood Risk Adaptive Measures, Baltimore City, Maryland – This document

provides examples of different methods for protecting a variety of building types in the City,

including rowhouses. 

https://silverjackets.nfrmp.us/portals/0/doc/Maryland/Baltimore%20City%20Nonstructural%

20FINAL%20March2019.pdf

FEMA Resources (Continued)

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
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Flood Related Resources and References (Continued)


